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Committee of the Whole (Special Meeting) 

Report No. 23 

 

 

 

Members Present 
 

 

 

 

 

Regrets 

Robin Pilkey (Chair), Michelle Aarts, Alexander Brown, 
Rachel Chernos Lin, Stephanie Donaldson, Trixie Doyle, 
Harpreet Gill, Parthi Kandavel, Shelley Laskin, James Li, 
Alexandra Lulka, Dan MacLean, Christopher Mammoliti, 
Chris Moise, Zakir Patel, Yalini Rajakulasingam, David Smith, 
Anu Sriskandarajah, Jennifer Story, Chris Tonks and Manna 
Wong  
 

Trustee Patrick Nunziata 

Trustees participated by electronic means in accordance with 
amendments to Section 7 of Ontario Regulations 463/97, 
Electronic Meetings 

  

Part A:  Committee Recommendations 

1. Returning to School:  A Guide to the Safe Reopening of the TDSB 

[3934] 

The Committee considered a report from staff (CW:024A, page 1 and see 

attached) presenting a guide to the safe reopening of schools. 

Moved By: Trustee Smith 

Seconded By: Trustee Donaldson 

The Committee of the Whole REFERS the matter WITHOUT 

RECOMMENDATION. 

Carried  

 

CW:24A 
Tuesday, August 4, 2020 

Electronic Meeting 

https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/970463
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/970463
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2. Emergency Motions:  Review of Partnership Agreements With WE 

Charity/ME to WE  

Moved By: Trustee Donaldson 

Seconded By: Trustee Doyle 

The Committee of the Whole REFERS the following WITHOUT 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Trustees Pilkey and Story have submitted the following as a matter of urgency 
and for consideration as emergency business; 

Therefore, be it resolved: 

A. That the following matter be deemed as emergency business; 

and, if approved (requires a two-thirds majority vote of the members present to 
be considered); 

B. That the following be considered: 

Whereas, increasing media scrutiny on WE Charity/ME to WE has surfaced 
concerns regarding some of the organization’s practices and policies both 
domestically and in the countries they seek to assist; and 

Whereas, through existing partnership agreements, the Toronto District School 
Board provides WE Charity and ME to WE with a great deal of access to its 
students, staff, schools and families; and 

Whereas, the WE Charity/ME to WE model intentionally engages schools as a 
conduit for their organization’s fundraising efforts1; and 

Whereas, the TDSB’s current partnership agreements do not expire until 
February 2021;   

Therefore, be it resolved: 

(a) That the TDSB suspend its current agreements with WE Charity/ME to WE and 
any other related organizations, pending a review of the agreements; 

(b) That the Director review the terms of the current agreements in the fall of 2020, 
and present a report to the Board, through the Committee of the Whole, on the 
scope, process, considerations and outcome of this review before the end of the 

                                            
1  https://www.flare.com/news/we-charity-corruption-trudeau-kielburger/ 

https://www.flare.com/news/we-charity-corruption-trudeau-kielburger/
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calendar year 2020, and before any consideration is made regarding any future 
contracts between the TDSB and WE Charity/ME to WE; 

(c) That the report at Part (b) above include a detailed description of the financial 
activity between the parties, as well as an analysis of both the formal and 
informal connections between WE Charity/ME to WE and the TDSB. 

Carried  

 

Part B: Information Only 

3. Call to Order and Acknowledgement of Traditional Lands 

An electronic meeting of the Committee of the Whole was convened on Tuesday, 

August 4, 2020 from 12:01 p.m. to 3:32 p.m., with Robin Pilkey presiding. 

4. Declarations of Possible Conflict of Interest 

No matters to report 

5. Delegations 

The following written delegations were presented in accordance with the Board’s 

delegation procedure: 

Re  Returning to School:  A Guide to the Safe Reopening of the TDSB 

1. Phil Pothen, Secord Elementary School.Parent Council’s Executive 

Committee 

2. Caroline Starr 

3. Megan Graham, Parent/Downtown Alternative School 

4. Dana Patterson, Parent/Kimberly Junior Public School  

5. Jessica Dumelie, Kimberly Junior P.S. and B.A.S.  

6. Emily Pengelly, Morse Street Junior Public School Parent Council 

7. Samuel Kaufman, Parent, Earl Beatty Public School 

8. Brendan Boyle, Parent/Kimberly Public School 

 

 



Special Meeting   August 6, 2020 

 

  

G03(c:\program files\escribe\temp\10192113839\10192113839,,,200804_23 cw sp.docx)sec.1530  Page 4 

 

6. Adjournment  

On motion of Trustee Doyle, seconded by Trustee Donaldson, the meeting 

adjourned at 3:32 p.m. 

 

 

 

Part C: Ongoing Matters 

 

7. Written Notice of Motion:   Support for ActiveTO and Active School 

Travel 

  

 On motion of Trustees Aarts and Story, the following motion was submitted 

 as notice at this time and for consideration at the next regular meeting of 

 the Board: 

  

 
Whereas, public health agencies have repeatedly stated the importance of 

being active for student health and well-being and Toronto Public Health 

reported in 2019 that ten percent or fewer of Toronto’s students get the 

recommended daily physical activity2; and 

Whereas, the impacts of the current pandemic, including physical distancing 

on buses, family discomfort with bussing, and reduced use of the TTC 

present the TDSB with significant transportation pressures and is likely to 

result in many more children being driven to school; and 

Whereas, cars in school zones present a significant risk to student and staff 

safety and well-being, as well as increasing traffic congestion and pollution3,4; 

and 

Whereas, the Ministry of Education, through school boards, now spends in 

excess of $1 billion per year on “motorized school transportation” (i.e. 

bussing)5 that moves only 40 percent of students province-wide, yet there is 

                                            
2 TO Health Check 2019  
3 OAST Fact Sheet & Reference List 
4 Vision Zero, School Zones 
5 http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/policyfunding/funding.html 

https://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/mmis/2019/hl/bgrd/backgroundfile-137413.pdf
https://ontarioactiveschooltravel.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/Making-the-Case-Dec-2018-En.pdf
https://www.toronto.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/917a-TS_VisionZero-SchoolChildren-Brochure.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/policyfunding/funding.html
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little to no support for the other 60 percent of students’ travel. Current Ministry 

of Education support to Ontario Active School Travel is less than 0.14 percent 

of the investment in bussing; and 

Whereas, the Toronto District School Board prioritizes walkability to 
neighbourhood schools, has a stated commitment to Active School Travel 
(AST)6 and has been a willing participant in the Active and Safe Routes to 
School pilot program7 with the City of Toronto, Toronto Public Health, and 
Green Communities Canada.  However, there are other initiatives with local 
active travel groups and community organizations, where the TDSB could 
provide more active partnership8 to promote AST; and 

Whereas, the City of Toronto recently voted to fast track the ActiveTO project9 
which is focused on “a measured and data driven approach to support 
essential trips, front-line workers, and vulnerable road users” by rapidly 
expanding the network of safe cycling and walking routes throughout the city; 
and 

Whereas, school boards have the opportunity to be a driving force behind 
active school transport and advocate for dedicated funding for AST from the 
Provincial and Federal governments;  

Therefore, be it resolved:  

a) That the Chair write to the Mayor and City Council to:  

i. express support for the expansion of ActiveTO and the development 
of protected travel routes and complete streets for school zones, in 
addition to the existing Active and Safe Routes to School pilot 
program,  

ii. specifically request new active travel routes, protected bike lanes and 
complete streets in high needs communities,  

iii. invite the mayor to develop new, permanent ‘quiet streets’ near 
schools;  

iv. call for the City’s commitment to and collaboration on the holding of 
an active school travel “summit” including the City, all coterminous 
school boards in Toronto, the Ministry of Education and relevant non-
governmental organizations, to review the relevant research and best 
practices and discuss ways that all parties can build a better active 
school travel program for Toronto’s school children and their families; 

                                            
6 TDSB Charter for Active, Safe, Sustainable Transportation 
7 Active & Safe Routes to School 
8 880 Cities “School Streets” Projects 
9 ActiveTO and Covid-19 

https://www.tdsb.on.ca/About-Us/Innovation/Active-Transportation-Charter
https://www.toronto.ca/services-payments/streets-parking-transportation/road-safety/vision-zero/safety-initiatives/active-and-safe-routes-to-school-pilot/
https://www.880cities.org/torontos-first-ever-school-streets-pop-up-will-create-a-car-free-zone-that-prioritizes-pedestrians-especially-children-walking-to-school-in-the-lead-up-to-halloween/
https://www.toronto.ca/home/covid-19/covid-19-protect-yourself-others/covid-19-reduce-virus-spread/covid-19-activeto/
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b) That the Chair: 

i. write to the appropriate Provincial and Federal Ministries (Education, 
 Health, Transport, etc.) to request proactive communication, education 
 programs and financial support for active school travel initiatives;   

ii. write to the Premier and Prime Minister to encourage enhanced funding 
 for new and existing active school travel initiatives; 

iii. invite other school boards and member associations (OPSBA, OCSTA, 
 OSTA-AECO, CSBA) to declare active student travel as a priority and to 
 advocate to governments for support for AST programs and partnerships; 

iv. work with the Director of Education to encourage school councils to 
engage in Active School Travel campaigns for their individual school 
communities; 

c) That the Director: 

i. promote active school travel (AST; walking, cycling, rolling) as the 
preferred option for all students not travelling by school bus or public 
transit, for the fall of 2020 and beyond; 

ii. encourage families to practise their school walking and cycling routes 
before school begins this fall, and throughout the year; 

iii. participate in, collaborate with, or support future AST initiatives by the City 
and community agencies, and remove impediments to AST, such as 
allowing students to chain bikes to fences, and present a report on options 
like providing spaces to store scooters; 

iv. re-examine the TDSB transportation safety projects, such as, “kiss n 
rides”, and promote safety by encouraging AST, discouraging driving, 
encouraging parking farther away from school zones, if families must 
drive, and exploring ways to support City initiatives such as partial street 
closures, education campaigns, etc.; 

v. present a report to the Board on progress in the March 2021 cycle of 
meetings. 

 

 

 

Submitted by: Robin Pilkey, Committee Chair 
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Returning to School Slideshow Presentation
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