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 Committee of the Whole (Special Meeting) 

Report No. 34 

 

CW:36A 
Tuesday, November 10, 2020. 

Electronic Meeting 
 

Members Present Alexander Brown (Chair), Michelle Aarts, Alexander Brown, 
Rachel Chernos Lin, Stephanie Donaldson, Trixie Doyle, 
Parthi Kandavel, Shelley Laskin, James Li, Dan MacLean, 
Christopher Mammoliti, Chris Moise, Patrick Nunziata, Zakir 
Patel, Robin Pilkey Yalini Rajakulasingam, Anu 
Sriskandarajah, Jennifer Story, Manna Wong and Student 
Trustee Firdaus Shallo 
 

  
Regrets Regrets were received from Trustees Harpreet Gill, 

Alexandra Lulka and David Smith. 
 

Trustees participated by electronic means in accordance with 

amendments to Section 7 of Ontario Regulations 463/97, 

Electronic Meetings 

  
 

 

Part A:  Committee Recommendations 

1.  Bannockburn Building, 12 Bannockburn Avenue:  Lease [3976] 

The Committee considered a report from staff (see CW:036A, page 1) presenting 

information on lease negotiations with regard to the Bannockburn building at 12 

Bannockburn Avenue in North York. 

Moved by: Trustee Sriskandarajah 
Seconded by: Trustee Nunziata 
 
The Committee of the Whole RECOMMENDS that the Bannockburn building 

located at 12 Bannockburn Avenue be declared surplus to the needs of the 

https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/970463
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/970463
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Toronto District School Board and referred to the Toronto Lands Corporation for 

lease for a maximum of 12 months, terminating on 15 July 2022. 

Carried 

 

Part B: Information Only 

2.  Call to Order and Acknowledgement of Traditional Lands 

An electronic meeting of the Committee of the Whole was convened on 

Tuesday, November 10, 2020 from 4:30 to 8:49 p.m., with Alexander Brown 

presiding.  Trustee Doyle chaired from time to time during the meeting. 

4. Declarations of Possible Conflict of Interest 

No matters to report 

5. Delegations 

re French Immersion in Virtual School 

1. Krista Pawley-Hamilton, Parent 
2. Jennifer Joynt-Johal, Parent 
3. Tee Schneider, Parent 

re Virtual Schools 

4. Caroline Wai, Parent 
5. Dori Aspuru-Takata, Parent 

re Item 12.1, Outdoor Education 

6. Joey Mandel, TDSB Teacher The Grove Community School 
7. Archer Pechawis, TDSB Trusted Vendor and Parent 
8. Rob Cheung Howard, Lakeshore Village Co-op Community Member and 

Parent 
9. Phil Pothen, Parent 
10. Doug Anderson 
11. Alexis Dawson, BSACAC Co-Chair 

re Equitable Education 

12. Liz Burnip, TDSB Teacher Forest Hill Collegiate Institute 
 

6. Report From the Director of Education 

The Committee heard a presentation from the staff providing an update on the 

return to school (see attached). 
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7. Report From the Chair of the Board 

 No matters to report 

8. Report From Representative on the City's Board of Health 

No matters to report 

9. Report From the Directors on the Ontario Public School Boards' 

Association 

No matters to report 

10. Report From the Chairs of the Governance and Policy Committee, 

the Program and School Services Committee, the Finance, Budget 

and Enrolment Committee 

No matters to report 

11. Report From Representatives on the Parent Involvement Advisory 

Committee and the Special Education Advisory Committee 

No matters to report 

12. Reports From Student Trustees 

No matters to report 

13.     Other Questions, Insights and Advice From Trustees to Staff 

Trustee Sriskandarajah 

The Trustee requested further clarification on communications related to 

COVID-19 language such as a definition of “outbreak” from staff. 

14. Adjournment  

On motion of Trustee Laskin, seconded by Trustee Kandavel, the meeting 

adjourned at 8:49 p.m. 

 

Part C: Ongoing Matters 

15. Use of Outdoor Spaces for Instructional Time 

At the Committee meeting, consideration of the following, as emergency business, 
(introduced by Trustees Story and Aarts) was defeated. The matter will be added to 
the December 9, 2020 Board meeting as written notice of motion for consideration. 
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Whereas, outdoor play and learning has been shown to help mitigate the risk of COVID-

19 infection as well as support healthy child development;1 and  

Whereas, outdoor play offers critical opportunities for learning, development and well-

being;2 and 

Whereas, access to open outdoor spaces while adhering to public health guidance 

(e.g., physical distancing, careful and regular hand-washing) has been recommended 

by Toronto Public Health,3 is important to help maintain both physical and mental 

health, and is one of the best ways Canadians can increase their defence4 against 

COVID-19;5 and 

Whereas, during times of crisis, children benefit from play as a means to explore their 

emotions as well as to make sense of and cope with environmental anxiety, and 

through this process, develop resilience and build self-confidence to help them navigate 

life’s challenges;6 and 

Whereas the TDSB has prioritized outdoor learning as part of the 2020 Return to 

School plans; 

Therefore, be it resolved: 

A. That the Director present a report outlining a plan for encouraging and 
supporting all schools to use outdoor spaces for instructional time throughout the 
day: 

 
B. That the plan at Part A: 

i. be based on approaches used in the Outdoor Play and Learning (OPAL) program 
successfully piloted at TDSB schools; 

ii. include support for an initial group of up to 24 schools (six per Learning Centre) 
as soon as possible, using an equity lens, including the use of dis-aggregated 
race-based data to determine which schools will be eligible; 

iii. include consistent and clear messaging to all schools that helps to remove 
barriers and supports the use of temporary, low-cost and volunteer-
supported approaches to the use of outdoor learning spaces; 

iv. include collaboration between the Sustainability Office and Outdoor Education in 
supporting schools with this work; 

v. include concrete steps for how outdoor learning can be encouraged at the 
secondary level as well; 

vi. include costs and funding source for implementation. 
 

C. The Director provide an update in the February-March 2021 cycle of meetings 

                                            
1 https://www.outdoorplaycanada.ca/should-i-go-outside-in-the-covid-19-era/ 
2  Source: Position Statement on Active Outdoor Play 
3 (https://www.toronto.ca/home/covid-19/covid-19-reopening-recovery-rebuild/covid-19-reopening-

guidelines-for-businesses-organizations/covid-19-guidance-elementary-secondary-schools/ ) 
4 https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S1471489216300479 
5 https://www.outdoorplaycanada.ca/pandemic-play-child-centred-policy-in-a-global-crisis/ 
6 http://www.ipacanada.org/covid-19/statement-play-in-the-time-of-covid-19/ 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1471489216300479
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1471489216300479
https://www.outdoorplaycanada.ca/should-i-go-outside-in-the-covid-19-era/
https://www.mdpi.com/1660-4601/12/6/6475
https://www.toronto.ca/home/covid-19/covid-19-reopening-recovery-rebuild/covid-19-reopening-guidelines-for-businesses-organizations/covid-19-guidance-elementary-secondary-schools/
https://www.toronto.ca/home/covid-19/covid-19-reopening-recovery-rebuild/covid-19-reopening-guidelines-for-businesses-organizations/covid-19-guidance-elementary-secondary-schools/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S1471489216300479
https://www.outdoorplaycanada.ca/pandemic-play-child-centred-policy-in-a-global-crisis/
http://www.ipacanada.org/covid-19/statement-play-in-the-time-of-covid-19/
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Submitted by: Alexander Brown, Chair 
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