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 Planning and Priorities Committee 

  (Special Meeting) 

Report No. 02 

 

PPC:002A 
Tuesday, December 8, 2020 

Electronic Meeting 
 

Members Present Alexander Brown (Chair), Michelle Aarts, Rachel Chernos 
Lin, Stephanie Donaldson, Trixie Doyle, Harpreet Gill, Parthi 
Kandavel, Shelley Laskin, James Li, Dan MacLean, 
Christopher Mammoliti, Chris Moise, Zakir Patel, Robin Pilkey 
Yalini Rajakulasingam, Anu Sriskandarajah, Jennifer Story 
and Chris Tonks 

  
Regrets Regrets were received from Trustees Alexandra Lulka, 

Patrick Nunziata, David Smith and Manna Wong. 
 

Trustees participated by electronic means in accordance with 

amendments to Section 7 of Ontario Regulations 463/97, 

Electronic Meetings 

  
 

Part A:  Committee Recommendations 

1.  Report From the Director of Education:  Update on Return-to-School 

The Committee heard a presentation from staff (see page 4) on the return to 

school during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Moved By: Trustee Laskin 

Seconded By:  Trustee Doyle 

The Planning and Priorities Committee RECOMMENDS that the following be 

referred to staff: 

Whereas, COVID numbers have drastically increased in the City of 

Toronto, with daily record numbers in the thousands; and 

https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/970463
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/970463
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Whereas, the City of Toronto’s Public Health maps and our own 

TDSB data analysis demonstrates particular neighbourhoods and 

particular social identity groups have disproportionately been 

affected by COVID; and 

Whereas, the choice of Virtual School has greatly varied by 

demographics across our system and city; and 

Whereas, the City of Toronto has mandated the closure of many 

facilities, businesses, institutions and public spaces in the City of 

Toronto; and 

Whereas, the Toronto District School Board very clearly committed in 

the Fall to our parent and student communities that there would be 

an option for a switch on January 29th; 

Therefore, be it resolved, that the TDSB offer one final opportunity (in 

January) for students/families to switch from bricks and mortar 

schools to virtual school and vice versa. 

Carried 

The matter was introduced by Trustee Kandavel, seconded by Trustee Patel. 

 

Part B: Information Only 

2.  Call to Order and Acknowledgement of Traditional Lands 

An electronic meeting of the Planning and Priorities Committee was convened 

on Tuesday, December 8, 2020 from 4:30 to 6:42 p.m., with Alexander Brown 

presiding. 

3. Declarations of Possible Conflict of Interest 

No matters to report 

4. Delegations 

No matters to report 

5. Report From the Director of Education 

The Committee heard a presentation from the staff providing an update on the 

return to school (see attached) 

6. Report From the Chair of the Board 

No matters to report 
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7. Report From Representative on the City's Board of Health 

No matters to report 

8. Report From the Directors on the Ontario Public School Boards' 

Association 

No matters to report 

9. Report From the Chairs of the Governance and Policy Committee, 

the Program and School Services Committee, the Finance, Budget 

and Enrolment Committee 

No matters to report 

10. Report From Representatives on the Parent Involvement Advisory 

Committee and the Special Education Advisory Committee 

No matters to report 

11. Reports From Student Trustees 

No matters to report 

12. Other Questions, Insights and Advice From Trustees to Staff 

No matters to report 

13. Adjournment  

On motion of Trustee Laskin, seconded by Trustee Kandavel, the meeting 

adjourned at 6:42 p.m. 

 

Part C: Ongoing Matters 

 

No matters to report 

 

Submitted by: Alexander Brown, Chair 
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