
Regular Meeting   March 10, 2021 

 
G03(C:\Program Files\eSCRIBE\TEMP\8403473990\8403473990,,,210209_06 ppc sp.doc)sec.1530                                          

Page 1 

 

Planning and Priorities Committee 

(Special Meeting) 

Report No. 06 

 

PPC:006A 
Tuesday, February 9, 2021 

Electronic Meeting 
 

Members Present Alexander Brown (Chair), Michelle Aarts, Rachel Chernos 
Lin, Stephanie Donaldson, Trixie Doyle, Harpreet Gill, Parthi 
Kandavel, Shelley Laskin, James Li, Dan MacLean, 
Christopher Mammoliti, Chris Moise, Patrick Nunziata, Zakir 
Patel, Robin Pilkey Yalini Rajakulasingam, David Smith, Anu 
Sriskandarajah, Jennifer Story, Chris Tonks and Manna 
Wong. 

  
Regrets Regrets were received from Trustee Alexandra Lulka 

 

Trustees participated by electronic means in accordance with 

amendments to Section 7 of Ontario Regulations 463/97, 

Electronic Meetings 

  
 

Part A:  Committee Recommendations 

1. Access to Paid Sick Days to Stop the Spread of COVID-19 

Moved by: Trustee Donaldson 
Seconded by: Trustee Mammoliti 

The Planning and Priorities Committee RECOMMENDS: 

Whereas, 80 to 90 percent of low-income workers across Canada have no access 
to paid sick leave; and 

Whereas, these precariously employed and casual workers (who include TDSB 
parents, guardians, workers, adult learners, etc.)  must stop work and forgo pay in 
order to quarantine or self-isolate; and 

https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/970463
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/970463
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Whereas, leading public health experts have provided advice to the provincial 
government about the importance of schools staying open and, as such, taking all 
steps necessary to ensure containment of the virus in the community; and 

Whereas, Toronto's Medical Officer of Health expressed that this pandemic cannot 
be fully fought if we cannot ensure that workers who are sick stay at home to stop 
the spread of the virus; and 

Whereas, Toronto's Board of Health has written to the provincial government to 
ask for paid sick leave to support workers, so they are able to stay home and self-
isolate when they are ill; 

Therefore, be it resolved: 

(a) That the Chair write to the provincial Minister of Labour, Training and Skills 
Development, Minister of Health and Minister of Education to ask the 
Government of Ontario to: 

i. require employers in Ontario to provide no less than five paid sick days 
annually to workers, after three months of employment, through 
amendments to the Employment Standards Act, 2000 or through a different 
mechanism; 

ii. provide necessary funding, fiscal relief, and/or supports to employers so 
that all workers in Ontario have access to no less than ten paid sick days 
annually in the event of a declared infectious disease emergency such as 
the COVID-19 pandemic;  

iii. ensure all workers in Ontario have access to protected and paid emergency 
leave so that care can be provided to children, parents, or other family 
members who may become ill; 

(b) That, in addition to the Board’s advocacy to the government of Ontario to take 
action on the matters above, the Director of Education work with TDSB 

employee groups regarding local implementation. 

Carried 

 

 

Part B: Information Only 

2.  Call to Order and Acknowledgement of Traditional Lands 

An electronic meeting of the Planning and Priorities Committee was convened on 

Tuesday, February 9, 2021 from 4:33 to 7:20 p.m., with Alexander Brown 

presiding. 

3. Declarations of Possible Conflict of Interest 

No matters to report 
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4. Delegations 

No matters to report 

5. Report From the Director of Education: Impact of COVID-19 Update 

With Toronto Public Health 

The Committee heard a presentation from staff providing an update on the 

impact of COVID-19 (see attached, page 5). The Committee also heard a 

presentation from Dr. Vinita Dubey, Associate Medical Officer of Health and 

Nicole Welch, Director, Toronto Public Health providing an update on COVID-19  

(see attached, page 19). 

6. Planning Forward to September 2021 

The Committee heard a presentation from staff presenting information on 

preparing for the 2021-2022 school year, including key principles, staffing 

allocation and upcoming key dates (see attached, page 63). 

7. Report From the Chair of the Board 

No matters to report 

8. Report From Representative on the City's Board of Health 

No matters to report 

9. Report From the Directors on the Ontario Public School Boards' 

Association 

No matters to report 

10. Report From the Chairs of the Governance and Policy Committee, the 

Program and School Services Committee, the Finance, Budget and 

Enrolment Committee 

No matters to report 

11. Report From Representatives on the Parent Involvement Advisory 

Committee and the Special Education Advisory Committee 

No matters to report 

11. Reports From Student Trustees 

No matters to report 
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12. Other Questions, Insights and Advice From Trustees to Staff 

No matters to report 

13. Adjournment  

On motion of Trustee Smith, seconded by Trustee Wong, the meeting adjourned 

at 7:20 p.m. 

 

Part C: Ongoing Matters 

 

No matters to report 

 

Submitted by: Alexander Brown, Chair 
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