
                                           

Promoting Active School Travel: Update 

To: Program and School Services Committee 

Date: 31 March, 2021 

Report No.: 03-21-4057 

Strategic Directions 

• Create a Culture for Student and Staff Well-Being 

• Build Strong Relationships and Partnerships Within School Communities to 

Support Student Learning and Well-Being  

Recommendation 

It is recommended that the progress report on promoting active school travel be 

received for information.   

Context 

At its August 26, 2020 meeting, the Board of Trustees decided that the Director:  

 

i. promote active school travel (AST; walking, cycling, rolling) as the preferred 

option for all students not travelling by school bus or public transit, for the fall 

of 2020 and beyond;  

ii. encourage families to practise their school walking and cycling routes before 

school begins this fall, and throughout the year;  

iii. participate in, collaborate with, or support future AST initiatives by the City 

and community agencies, and remove impediments to AST, such as allowing 

students to chain bikes to fences, and present a report on options like 

providing spaces to store scooters;  

iv. re-examine the TDSB transportation safety projects, such as, “kiss n rides”, 

and promote safety by encouraging AST, discouraging driving, encouraging 

parking farther away from school zones, if families must drive, and exploring 

ways to support City initiatives such as partial street closures, education 

campaigns, etc.;  



v. present a report to the Board on progress in the March 2021 cycle of 

meetings 

 

The following report will provide an update on the Toronto District School Board’s 

(TDSB) progress in supporting and promoting active school travel. 

 

Background 

 

In 2013, the TDSB adopted a Charter for Active, Safe and Sustainable Transportation 

(ASST). Refer to Appendix A for the details of this charter.  

 

Since that time, the Board of Trustees has continued to demonstrate support for 

education and encouragement activities that promote ASST through the following 

decisions:  

 

April 15, 2015 International Walk to School Day added to the Days of 

Significance in the TDSB calendar. 

 

February 10, 2016 The week beginning on the last Monday of May declared as 

Bike to School Week in the TDSB. 

 

October 18, 2017  The month of October declared as Walk to School Month in 

the TDSB. 

 

February 7, 2018  The first Wednesday in February declared as Winter Walk to 

School Day and recognized as an official day of significance 

in the TDSB. 

 

Celebrated annually, these campaigns encourage active school travel (i.e. travel by 

walking, cycling or other personal mobility devices) throughout the year for students and 

families with the ability to do so.  

 

To further support families in travelling actively, in advance of the 2020/21 school year 

Routes to School Planner maps were created for all TDSB schools with students in 

kindergarten to grade 8 (refer to Appendix B). These maps, hosted on the Toronto 

Student Transportation Group’s website and designed specifically for each school 

neighbourhood, aim to help families plan an active route to school. Each map identifies 

approximate walking/wheeling distances from the school site and includes the locations 

of crossing guards, crosswalks and traffic signals, drawn from City of Toronto 

Transportation Services data. 

 

 



Investments in infrastructure  

 

Since the Charter for ASST was first adopted in 2013, significant investments in bicycle 

parking at TDSB schools have been made. In addition to bike rack procurement and 

installation funded by the TDSB, external funding sources have also been leveraged to 

expand bike parking at schools: 

 

1. City of Toronto 

Between 2015 and 2019, the City donated bike racks to the TDSB. The TDSB 

then funded the installation of these bike racks, using in-house trades.   

 

More recently, the Ontario Municipal Commuter Cycling (OMCC) Fund was 

established by the Province of Ontario to support municipalities in building 

infrastructure that increases bicycle commuting.   In December 2019, the TDSB 

entered into an agreement with the City of Toronto for the provision of funding by 

the City of up to $350,000 of its OMCC funding to the TDSB for bicycle parking 

infrastructure.  

 

2. Toronto Hydro 

During the 2014/15 school year, the TDSB participated in Toronto Hydro’s “Team 

Up for Green” campaign, which encouraged Toronto Hydro customers to sign up 

for green programs (e.g., e-bills). The TDSB’s participation in this campaign 

resulted in a donation of $83,667 to use towards the purchase and installation of 

bike racks at TDSB schools. 

 

Annually, site selection for bike rack installations are determined through a variety of 

channels including school-based requests, needs identified by staff and opportunities to 

expand bike parking as part of larger design projects.  

  

Recognizing that students, particularly at the elementary level, are increasingly using 

scooters to travel actively to school, staff are continuing to explore options for providing 

scooter parking.   

 

Collaborating with Partners 

 

The City of Toronto’s Vision Zero Road Safety Plan was implemented in 2017 and aims 

to reduce traffic-related fatalities and serious injuries on Toronto’s streets. School 

children are one of six emphasis areas targeted under this plan, and City and TDSB 

staff have worked closely over the last several years to better align traffic safety 

initiatives within the City of Toronto.  

 



In the same year, the TDSB launched its Traffic Safety Program, modeled after School 

Travel Planning, through an educational partnership with Green Communities Canada.  

With the support of a facilitator, the Traffic Safety Program attempts to identify barriers 

to ASST and develop workable solutions in collaboration with the school community, 

TDSB staff and City partners. City and school board staff have leveraged this program 

to more effectively coordinate public investments into road safety around Toronto 

schools. For a summary of School Travel Planning programs in Toronto from 2017 – 

2020, refer to appendix C.  

 

Though the TDSB has invested in School Travel Planning Programs since 2014, the 

Board’s ability to expand the program has been limited by internal resources. While 

many schools in the system experience road safety concerns every day, only 

approximately 15 schools have been receiving support from the Traffic Safety Program 

annually.  

 

Recognizing this need, following a written request from the Chairs and Directors of both 

the TDSB and TCDSB, in September 2020 Toronto City Council authorized the General 

Manager, Transportation Services to enter into an agreement with the two school 

boards to provide funding of $320,000 per year in total to both school boards for the 

next three years (2021-2023) for the expansion of existing school travel planning 

programs. 

 

City and school board staff are now in the process of establishing terms and conditions 

of this agreement. With the additional financial support from the City, the TDSB and 

TCDSB will be better positioned to reimagine a sustainable model for School Travel 

Planning in the City of Toronto in coordination with the Toronto Student Transportation 

Group and municipal partners.  

Action Plan and Associated Timeline 

September 2021 – School Travel Planning expected to be expanded at both the TDSB 

and TCDSB through City of Toronto funding.  

December 2021 – All bike parking funded through the City of Toronto’s donation of up 

to $350,000 to be installed. 

Resource Implications 

Up to $350,000 from the City of Toronto will be dedicated to bicycle parking 

infrastructure at TDSB schools. 

$320,000 annually for the next three years (2021-2023) will be shared between the 

TDSB and TCDSB for the expansion of existing school travel planning programs. 



Communications Considerations 

N/A 

Board Policy and Procedure Reference(s) 

N/A 

Appendices 

• Appendix A: Charter for Active, Safe and Sustainable Transportation 

• Appendix B: Routes to School Planner Map 

• Appendix C: School Travel Planning in Toronto: Summary of Programs, 2017 – 

2020 

From 

Maia Puccetti, Executive Officer, Facility Services at Maia.Puccetti@tdsb.on.ca or at 

416-393-8780. 

Richard Christie, Senior Manager, Sustainability at Richard.Christie@tdsb.on.ca or at 

416-396-8554. 
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Appendix A  

Charter for Active, Safe and Sustainable Transportation 

(https://www.tdsb.on.ca/Portals/0/Community/docs/Active_Transportation%20Charter_F

INAL.pdf) 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.tdsb.on.ca/Portals/0/Community/docs/Active_Transportation%20Charter_FINAL.pdf
https://www.tdsb.on.ca/Portals/0/Community/docs/Active_Transportation%20Charter_FINAL.pdf


Appendix B  

Routes to School Planner Map 

(https://www.torontoschoolbus.org/activetransport/active-travel-school-maps/) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.torontoschoolbus.org/activetransport/active-travel-school-maps/


Appendix C  

School Travel Planning in Toronto: Summary of Programs, 2017 – 2020

























 


