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Planning and Priorities Committee 

(Special Meeting) 

Report No. 14 

 

PPC:015A 

Tuesday, June 15, 2021 

Electronic Meeting 

 

 

Members Present 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Regrets 

Trustees Alexander Brown (Chair), Michelle Aarts, Rachel 

Chernos Lin, Stephanie Donaldson, Trixie Doyle, Harpreet Gill, 

Parthi Kandavel, Shelley Laskin, James Li, Dan MacLean, 

Christopher Mammoliti, Chris Moise, Patrick Nunziata, Robin 

Pilkey, Yalini Rajakulasingam, Anu Sriskandarajah, Jennifer 

Story, Chris Tonks and Manna Wong. 

 

Regrets were received from Trustees Alexandra Lulka, Zakir 

Patel and David Smith.  

 

Trustees participated by electronic means in accordance with 

amendments to Section 7 of Ontario Regulations 463/97, 

Electronic Meetings 

 

PART A: Committee Recommendations 

No matters to report 

 

PART B: Information Only 

1.  Call to Order and Acknowledgement of Traditional Lands 

A special meeting of the Planning and Priorities Committee was convened 

electronically on Tuesday, June 15, 2021 from 4:03 to 6:12 p.m. with Alexander 

Brown presiding. 

 

 

https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/970463
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/970463
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2. Declarations of Possible Conflict of Interest 

No matters to report 

3.  Delegations 

re Equity in Virtual School 

1. Greg Schneider, Learning Centre 4 Virtual School Parent 
 
re Virtual School 

2. Edward Nixon, Learning Centre 4 Virtual School Parent 
 

4. Report From the Director of Education and Toronto Public Health: 

Impact of COVID-19 

The Committee heard a presentation from Dr. Vinita Dubey, Associate Medical 

Officer of Health and Nicole Welch, Director, Toronto Public Health providing an 

update on COVID-19 (see attached).   

The Committee heard a presentation from staff providing an update on the 

impact of COVID-19 and secondary timetables (see attached). 

5. Report From the Chair of the Board 

No matters to report 

6. Report From Representative on the City's Board of Health 

No matters to report 

7. Report From the Directors on the Ontario Public School Boards' 

Association 

No matters to report 

8. Report From the Chairs of the Governance and Policy Committee, the 

Program and School Services Committee, the Finance, Budget and 

Enrolment Committee 

No matters to report 
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9. Report From Representatives on the Parent Involvement Advisory 

Committee and the Special Education Advisory Committee 

No matters to report 

10. Reports From Student Trustees 

No matters to report 

11. Other Questions, Insights and Advice From Trustees to Staff 

No matters to report 

12. Adjournment 

On motion of Trustee Mammoliti, seconded by Trustee Moise, the meeting 

adjourned at 6:12 p.m. 

 

 

PART C: Ongoing Matters  

 

13. Written Notice of Motion   

Trustees Chernos Lin and Doyle provided notice of the following for consideration 
at the Planning and Priorities Committee meeting on June 23, 2021: 

Return to Semesters 

Whereas, the quadmester model has been a practical model used during the height 
of the COVID-19 pandemic to ensure student safety through limited cohorting to 
allow high school students return to school in-person during the 2019-2020 school 
year; and 

Whereas, we have heard from students, parents and staff about concerns around 
the quadmester model creating excessive stress, compressed learning 
opportunities, and extreme challenges in keeping up should students need to miss 
school; and 

Whereas, vaccines are now widely available to staff and high school students, and 
uptake appears to be strong with vaccine rollout progressing well; and 

Therefore, be it resolved that the Chair write a letter to the Minister of Education 
indicating: 
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i. that if by mid-summer vaccination rates are strong and case counts low, and it 
is deemed safe to expand the two-cohort recommendation, that every 
consideration be given to moving to a semester model; 

ii. that such decision be provided to Boards by August so that schools would be 
able to organize to safely receive students in this model in a timely manner. 

 

 

 

Submitted by: Alexander Brown, Committee Chair 
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