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Finance, Budget and Enrolment Committee  

(Special Meeting) 

Report No. 13 

 

FBEC:014A 

Wednesday, September 29, 2021 

7 p.m. 

Electronic Meeting 

 

 

Members Present 

 

Trustees Parthi Kandavel (Chair), Shelley Laskin, Zakir Patel, 

Robin Pilkey, David Smith, Jennifer Story and Manna Wong  

 

Also Present Trustees Michelle Aarts, Alexander Brown, Rachel Chernos Lin, 

Trixie Doyle, Dan MacLean, Christopher Mammoliti, Chris 

Moise, Patrick Nunziata, Yalini Rajakulasingam and Anu 

Sriskandarajah 
 

 All trustees participated by electronic means in accordance with 

amendments to Section 7 of Ontario Regulations 463/97, 

Electronic Meetings.  

 

  

Part A: Committee Recommendations 

1. 2021-22 Enrolment, Class Size and Staffing Update [4170] 

The Committee considered a report from staff (see FBEC:014A, page 1 and 

attached) presenting an update on enrolment, class sizes and realignment for the 

2021-2022 school year. 

 Moved by: Trustee Laskin 

 Seconded by: Trustee Pilkey 

 

The Finance, Budget and Enrolment Committee RECOMMENDS that report be 

received. 

Carried 

https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/970463
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/970463
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Business Arising 

2. Letter to the Ministry of Education for Pandemic Funding Support 

 During discussion of the matter, 2021-22 Enrolment, Class Size and Staffing 

 Update, the following was introduced by Trustees Kandavel and Patel as 

 business arising. 

 

 Moved by: Trustee Kandavel 

 Seconded by: Trustee Patel 

 

The Finance, Budget and Enrolment Committee RECOMMENDS: 

Whereas, students need stability and support this year more than ever; and 

Whereas, the pandemic and health guidance continue to evolve and change 

on a regular basis; and 

Whereas, parents and family decisions on their student’s education are 

impacted by the status of the pandemic; and 

Whereas, the school board has no long-term historic trends to base 

enrolment forecasting on during a pandemic; and  

Whereas, once a board approves its operating budget for a school year in 

the spring prior to the start of the school year, there is little flexibility to 

adjust budgets during the school year for significant enrolment changes; 

and 

Whereas, the board wants to maintain class sizes as small as possible 

within funding parameters; and 

Whereas, the current student enrolment is significantly below the 

forecasted board budget enrolments; and 

Whereas, the Ministry announced COVID-19 funding in the spring with 

certain grants only provided to boards for the first half of the year, and 

would announce in the fall if school boards would receive the funding for 

the second half of the year; and 

Whereas, the Federal government provided funding to the provinces to 

help offset costs of COVID-19; 

Therefore, be it resolved: 

(a) That the Chair write a letter to the Minister of Education asking for 
additional support to the Board to support the funding loss experienced 
currently, outlining the following information: 
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i. Current enrolment loss to forecasted enrolments, 

ii. Board focus on student safety, mental health and well-being 
supported by smaller class sizes during the pandemic, 

iii. Impact to the board’s financial position, 

iv. Request additional funding to offset the increased deficit above 
the original 2% deficit school boards were allowed to incur and 
fund through reserves; 

(b) That a copy of the letter at Part (a) be sent to all union/federation 
partners and the Ontario Public School Boards’ Association. 

Carried 

 

Part B: For Information Only 

3. Call to Order and Acknowledgement of Traditional Lands 

The meeting was called to order at 7:01 p.m. with Trustee Parthi Kandavel 

presiding. 

4. Declarations of Possible Conflict of Interest 

No matters to report 

5. Delegations 

No matters to report 

6. Adjournment 

On motion of Trustee Smith, seconded by Trustee Story, the meeting adjourned 

at 8:53 p.m. 

 

Part C: Ongoing Matters  

 

No matters to report 

 

Submitted by:  Parthi Kandavel, Committee Chair 
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